




The Vicar writes……

Dear friends,
Since Easter, we have been studying the New Testament letter

to the Philippian Christians, and I have been struck afresh at their
generosity. The apostle Paul wrote what was, in many ways, a ‘thank-
you’ letter for their partnership with him in the gospel, which included
ongoing financial aid. Without internet banking or a postal service, the
Philippians had to send the cash with one of their own on a 1600-mile
round-trip, all in an age before air travel – such was their determination
to donate to the cause! Indeed, the journey almost cost Epaphroditus his
life.

How could they be so servant-hearted? Presumably, because of
their gratitude that the most prosperous person in the universe had given
up his fortune, his comfort, his dignity and even his life, in order to serve
them (Philippians 2:6-8). This truth had sunk so deep that, as we read
elsewhere, the Philippians had “pleaded urgently for the privilege of
sharing in this service” despite suffering “extreme poverty” themselves
(2 Cor. 8:2-4). No wonder Paul felt such a connection to this church,
despite being so far away.

I can understand Paul’s affection, as people from St Peter’s
recently pleaded with me for the privilege of donating money to our
Emergency Fund, which has been set up to help those in the congrega-
tion in immediate financial need. Despite our physical separation during
lockdown, gospel partnership is alive and well at St Peter’s! It has been
hugely encouraging to see this expression of love for God and others,
especially at a time when many of our number are facing financial loss
and uncertainty themselves.

Now is probably a sensible time for all Christians to review their
charitable giving. Some may need to reduce their monthly contributions,
while many may be moved to increase them in the knowledge that nearly
all the organisations we support will be experiencing difficulties. I’m
conscious that the greatest need over the coming months will be in
poorer nations, where the UN predicts more than a quarter of a billion
people will be brought to the brink of starvation by the impact of the
coronavirus. Most UK charities will also be struggling in the current
climate.

St Peter’s itself continues to lose income due to lockdown restric-
tions, to the tune of £2500 a month on account of there being no
collection plate, hall hire, weddings, funerals or fundraising events.



Meanwhile, the roof fund loan (to be repaid in November) is still short by
over £7000. We are keen not to eat into legacy funds, which have been
designated for crucial investment in growth and, since Paul was never
embarrassed to talk about money, I thought it was time I asked for
donations to mitigate the shortfall – especially from those who would
normally be giving via the collection plate, or those who actually find
themselves with more disposable income at the moment.

Again, please ignore this if you are struggling financially. If that’s
you, you might like to apply to the Emergency Fund (just email me).
Others, though, might prayerfully consider a one-off or regular payment
to our general funds. If so, donations can now be made on our website,
or BACS transfers can be made to the PCC account (a/c no. 43960404,
sort code 20-97-48). Standing order forms are available from John
Carter (cjohncarter@hotmail.com) and cheques can be made out to St
Peter’s Church, Brackley. It’s always worth reiterating that I personally
don’t know who gives what to the church.

According to Paul, Christians who give actually “credit” their own
account (Philippians 4:17): not buying us a place in heaven (Christ has
paid), but rather increasing our reward when we get there. So do
yourself a favour! Giving is a fragrant offering to the Lord (v18) and is
underwritten by the most generous and wealthy patron in the universe
(v19).

Much love,   Rev. Rich Duncan

This was taken on one Thursday
evening to tie in with the weekly
‘Clap for Carers’ .

The lights and photograph were
both courtesy of Ryan Murfet.



Changing world, changing Church

“Things won’t be the same afterwards.”

“We will have to get used to a new normal.”

With those, and many similar expressions, we all realise that COVID-19 has
changed everything. One statistic that struck me just yesterday (I write on
the last day of April) was that more Americans have died so far of this
dreadful disease than in the two decades of the Vietnam War. By the time
you read this, that figure will be much higher. Similarly, we are seeing far
too many people taken from us, not least in care homes. And we know that,
whatever relaxation is applied to the lockdown, severe restrictions must
remain for some time to come. Things won’t get back to pre-COVID “nor-
mal” for the foreseeable future.

That applies to the Church as much as to the world. During these strange
last few weeks, we have had to learn to do things differently. Many of our
clergy have been wonderfully creative in enabling worshippers to carry on
with corporate worship in different ways. Many have been particularly good
in enabling the ‘poorest’ (those without computers, smartphones or inter-
net) to access worship. Well done to them. We just don’t know how long
this will last – when we can get back to anything like the old “normal” in our
church buildings.

I hope – and I have some evidence for this – that this situation is forcing
important questions to be asked (and even answered). What is essential for
corporate worship? How can we ‘do church’ in our homes? How can we be
the Church without the building? How can we best support the ‘poorest’ or
the ‘weakest’ among us? It would be good if those questions lead to perma-
nent changes, as well as temporary ones.

That final question, about the ‘poorest’ and the ‘weakest’, relates very much
to the world, as well as the Church. The financial cost of this coronavirus
will be immense. We should be campaigning, and doing all we can, to en-
sure that the burden falls heaviest on those most able to afford it. That is
the Christian way.

With best wishes

+Donald
Bishop of Peterborough



A Thank you from Rev’d Sylvia.
Dear friends,
This comes with grateful thanks from my family and myself for your prayers for
Maisie, my granddaughter.  As many of you know, she had a return of the
Leukaemia after 18 months in remission, which required a Bone Marrow
Transplant.
We are thankful that her sister was 100% match and the transplant was carried
out at Great Ormond Street Hospital on the 1st April.  The outcome has been
good and she is now recovering at home after just over 7 weeks in complete
isolation.  We are particularly grateful at this time for our wonderful NHS.
We now trust in God that she will continue to make progress and eventually
have a complete recovery.
Thank you again,
With my love and continued prayers for you all to take care and stay safe
during this time of distancing.
God bless you,
Sylvia

St Sofa’s
We worship at St. Sofa’s now
Since Covid came to stay
We don’t dress up or do our hair
But still we come to pray!

Our Vicar is a clever chap
A Zoom with his IT
And so, we sit down ev’ry week
And meet up virtually!

Our Parish Church stands empty
With praise she does not ring;
But still her people gather round
To pray, and praise, and sing!

The virus is a nasty thing
Yet it has helped us see
The church is NOT a building
But folk like you and me!

By Nigel and Carol Beeton



St Peter’s Brownie Leader, Rachel (Eagle Owl) and her fiancé  Sam
marked the day they were due to get married by walking to the church
and exchanging their vows in the sunshine. Like so many other people,
Rachel and Sam have had to postpone their special day until next year.

My Knee Hurts

An old man limped into the doctor's office and said, "Doctor, my knee hurts
so bad, I can hardly walk!"
      The doctor slowly eyed him from head to toe, paused and then said, "Sir, how
old are you?"
      "I'm 98," the man announced proudly.
      The doctor just sighed, and looked at him again. Finally he said, "Sir, I'm sorry. I
mean, just look at you. You are almost one hundred years old, and you're com-
plaining that your knee hurts? Well, what did you expect?"
      The old man said, "Well, my other knee is 98 years old too, and it doesn’t hurt”



Troubled times are now upon us
Unexpected through the years
Bringing fear and, for some, sorrow
Losing work, friends and family
Shedding tears

Will this pass, or just continue
To deplete our island’s people?
Will it split or join our nation?
Which has calmed and come
Together with temple, mosque and
Church steeple

The U.K is a staunch and
Understanding nation – best
Presented through trial and
Tribulation

Gather together all you people
Embrace this hard-hitting situation
And praise the God we worship together
This would serve a great ambition
Of many people in this nation

Let us pray and praise our great
And gracious God – who will
Help in this situation so that many
New ways of life will bring us
Together out of this strife

God bless all our people and those of
Other countries in this great trial
Of the world – remembering
That God is a caring, loving and forgiving
God

Doreen Hosie



St Peter with St James, Brackley.
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 by Sunday 21st June



WEEKLY EVENTS

Monday 6.30pm Guides
Tuesday 4.45pm Rainbows

6.30pm Brownies
Thursday 9.15am First Steps
  6.30pm Adult Choir Practice

FOR INFORMATION ONLY

Below is the calendar for June, but due to the current situation all
services and events have been cancelled. If the situation changes
this will appear on the website.

www.stpetersbrackley.org.uk

2nd  Tues 9.30am Holy Communion
11am  Juniper House

  11.30am Candleford Court
4th Thurs 11am  Brackley Fields
  7.45pm PCC Meeting
7th Sun Trinity Sunday – first Sunday of the month

8am  Holy Communion
  9.30am Sung Eucharist with Junior Church
  11am  Informal All Age Service
9th Tues 9.30am Holy Communion
11th Thurs 7.45pm Church Prayer Meeting



14th Sun Trinity 1 -second Sunday of the month
8am  Holy Communion

  9.30am Holy Communion with Junior Church
  11am  Informal Holy Communion Service
       with Trailblazers
  12noon Sunday Lunch

6.15pm Holy Communion at Halse
16th Tues 9.30am Holy Communion
  12noon Link Support Group Lunch
      at the Chequered Flag
18th Thurs 2pm  Mother’s Union
21st Sun Trinity 2 – third Sunday of the month
  8am  Holy Communion
  9.30am Holy Communion with Junior Church

11am  Informal Service with Trail Blazers
23rd Tues 9.30am Holy Communion
25th Thurs 11am  St Rumbolds
28th Sun Trinity 3 -fourth Sunday of the month
  8am  Holy Communion
  9.30am Holy Communion with Junior Church
  11am  Informal Service with Trail Blazers
  6.15pm Evensong at Halse
30th Tues 9.30am Holy Communion
  2pm  Magazines ready for collection
       by distributors

One Sunday morning, the pastor noticed little Alex was staring up at the large
plaque that hung in the foyer of the church. The plaque was covered with names.  The
seven-year-old had been staring at the plaque for some time, so the pastor walked up,
stood beside him and said quietly, "Good morning, Alex."
      "Good morning, Pastor," replied the young man, still focused on the plaque. "Pastor
McGhee, what is this?" Alex asked.
      "Well, son, it's a memorial to all the men and women who have died in the service.
      Soberly, they stood together, staring at the large plaque. Little Alex's voice was bare-
ly audible when he finally managed to ask, "Which one, the 9:00 or 10:30 service?



Funerals

16th April Maureen Patient aged 79 Banbury Crematorium
29th April Ann Collins aged 83 Banbury Crematorium
1st May Ruth Middleton aged 93 Banbury Crematorium

REGISTERS

Sides Team
7th    Team A
14th      Team B
21st    Team C
28th    Team D

Cleaning Teams
7th    Team G
14th      Team H
21st      Team A
28th    Team B

ROTAS

Jesus calming the storm of Covid-19

The BBC ‘Today’ programme that was broadcast on Good Friday includ-
ed an interview with Hylton Murray-Philipson, a survivor of Covid-
19. He had been on a ventilator in Leicester Royal Infirmary, “reduced to
the state of a baby”.

The programme presenter, Nick Robinson, invited him to describe mem-
ories of his time in intensive care.  When he said one of the images he
had, in a moment of great distress and struggle, was of Jesus calming the
storm on the Sea of Galilee, and he would like to think this was Jesus
coming to him and helping him in his hour of need, Robinson suggested



this was partly because of the powerful drugs he had been given, “which
play tricks with the mind”.

Later, Robinson apologised and said he didn’t mean to demean anyone’s
faith. But what he had said also betrayed ignorance. While it is true that
pain-killing drugs can cause hallucinations, these side-effects are rarely
pleasant. It is not uncommon for patients to become agitated, anxious,
confused and even prone to violence. Their physical pain will have been
reduced, but that may have been at the necessary cost of mental distur-
bance; the overriding experience being more like that of a storm, than of
a sea being calmed.

Back in the 1960s, it became fashionable for some groups to promote
the use of illicit drugs because of the temporary sensations they
induced. John Lennon of the Beatles said he had “such an overwhelming
feeling of well-being, that there was a God, and I could see him in every
blade of grass. It was like gaining hundreds of years of experience in 12
hours.”

In his new book, ‘Morality - Restoring the Common Good in Divided
Times’, Rabbi Jonathan Sacks chronicles the devastating long-term ef-
fects of leisure drugs.  He includes cannabis, which he calls a ‘gateway
drug’, because most of those who become serious addicts later, began
with it.

So what was it that Hylton Murray-Philipson actually experienced, when
he was at death’s door in that hospital intensive care unit? He knew the
biblical story of seasoned fishermen, fearful of their lives because a sud-
den squall threatened to swamp their boat. Did he recall their alarm be-
cause Jesus, asleep in the stern, appeared to be unconcerned at the very
moment when divine assistance was most needed? Did not his coronavi-
rus-induced distress match theirs?

The Gospels relate that Jesus woke up, rebuked the wind, and said to the
sea, "Peace! Be still!" Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead
calm. Is that what Hylton experienced, too?  He says it was.







Mothers’ Union offers range of resources

The Mothers’ Union has made a very
practical response to the coronavirus.

As their website explains, “We know that our work and experi-
ence in re-building communities and supporting family life is going to be
more important than ever once the threat of COVID-19 subsides. Our
members will be some of the first in line to support those around them.”

In the meantime, MU has drawn together a range of resources to
“help nurture our members and their friends and neighbours through
this challenging time.”  The resources will “help combat feelings of loneli-
ness, to nourish faith and to help you continue to feel connected to your
friends and community.”

These include: rainbows, prayer cards, prayer resources, puzzles
resources, and Bible study resources. More info at:
https://www.mothersunion.org

LOCKDOWN – GETTING FED UP?

I would like to say that I’m getting really fed up about the current crisis.

I’ve just been talking about this to the microwave and toaster while drinking coffee
and we all agreed that things were getting bad.

I didn’t mention anything to the washing machine as she puts a different spin on
everything.

And certainly not to the fridge as she is acting cold and distant.
In the end the iron straightened me out as she said everything will be fine,-no
situation is too pressing.

The vacuum was very unsympathetic-told me to just suck it up. But the fan was more
optimistic and hoped it would soon blow over.

The toilet looked a bit flushed when I asked it’s opinion and didn’t say anything,-but
the doorknob told me to get a grip.

The front door told me I was unhinged and so the curtains told me to….yes, you’ve
guessed it.. to pull myself together.
Well, Well.   Well, I hope you are.                                                                ANON



God in the Arts

‘He gave us eyes to see them’: early Persian painting of Jonah and
whale

The prophet Jonah is mentioned three times in the Gospels when Jesus re-
fers to ‘the sign of Jonah.’ In the Old Testament he was swallowed by a large
fish, traditionally a whale, and in its belly for three days and three nights. It
is easy to see in that sign a reference to the death and resurrection of Jesus,
but the book is also a powerful allegory of life. The prophet runs away from
God, only to encounter a storm and possible shipwreck. He is thrown over-
board and swallowed by the whale.

We are living through difficult and anxious days with the coronavirus: we
seem to be surrounded by fear and danger, like Jonah. Where, we ask, is our
hope and safety amid the storm and threat of breakdown? In his distress
Jonah prays to the Lord and places his trust in God. The psalm he utters
ends with the words, ‘Deliverance belongs to the Lord.’  As he speaks, the
whale spews him on to the safety of dry land.

The story of Jonah is depicted here in this beautiful painting from a 14th
century manuscript from Persia. The whale is friendly and smiling, basking in
the expanse of blue sea. Jonah is safe: his hope has triumphed, and God has
delivered him from danger and possible death. In 1988 Heathcote Williams
wrote a long poem called ‘Whale Nation’ in praise of these mysterious, gifted
and intelligent creatures. We hunt them, we plunder the seas for them. But
they are also our friends and guides, and it is easy to neglect those truths.
The book ends with examples of whales and dolphins guiding ships and sav-
ing human lives. So, we, in the midst of all that worries and perplexes us,
can give thanks to God our guide and Saviour, and pray that He will bring us
safely through life.



Report for the PCC meeting held on 7th May 2020
Chair  - Rev Rich Duncan – Rich welcomed everyone and opened the meeting
with prayer.
Approval of the Minutes– The minutes of the  meeting held on 2nd April 2020
were approved by Val Lynam and Caroline Dunning.
Matters Arising -  The PCC agreed an emergency fund be set up.  Rich is in
the process of re-advertising for a Children and Families Worker.  Rich going
to do a live questions and answers session on a Monday.  Arrangements are
being made to donate funds to St Peter’s via the website.  Live streaming
services can now be done in Church..  The Church will remain closed for all
services.  A question was raised could we not hold services outside to help
those who would like spiritual guidance unfortunately this is not possible.
South Northants has been approached for some more signs relating to dog
fouling. There are a  number of people walking their dogs in the church yard
and not clearing up after them.
Holiday club which was due to take place in August will  now be cancelled due
to the Virus.  Rich will contact Jo Bright – Families worker at Buckingham
Church to see if we can tap into their live streaming holiday programme.
The church clock is not working and the  bells have been disconnected a
decision will  have to be made as to whether we continue to wind the clock up
manually or convert to automated system.
Safeguarding  -  Rich asked for members who have not completed the CO
and C1 course to complete as soon as possible.  C2 in house has been put on
hold for the time being.
Finance  -  In the four months towards the end of April we spent £88,000
and received £58,000 so there is a £30,000 deficit .  The main reason for the
very high payments is the fact that we have had 3 invoices from Steve Hughes
for £38,750.  This is off set against the £30,843  received from South Northants
so there was a deficit of approximately £8,000. This means that we have now
completed 40% of the extension roof repairs.  If we take out the roof repairs
and the grant we would have received £27,760 and spent £49,063 which gives
us a deficit of approximately £21,000 in the first 4 months.  Looking at the first
quarter for last year we had £22,000 coming in and £33,000 going out.  As a
result of the lock down I have had a quick look at our total cash assets.   We
also have a  CPF investment account which gives us a dividend.   Excluding this
account, our total cash assets are virtually the same as the legacy we received
just prior to Christmas. So without it we would have had serious problems in
"paying our way".  We have received a letter from the Francis Coales Charitable
Foundation who have approved a grant of £4,000 for work on the  North roof.
 John MacMahon raised the point that it could be a problem if we have already
started/completed the roof repairs we may not be eligible. CJC has agreed to



query this point with them. Waitrose (Community Matters) have decided to
equally split the £1,000 between the 3 charities taking part during April and
we have been promised £333 which will be lodged in the roof fund.
Building, Development and Maintenance  -  The roofer plans to complete
work on the roof by Friday (8th May) this will included new tiles and a small
section which faced east above the kitchen as a test piece using reclaimed
tiles.  If we include the roof area that was repaired in 2016 we have repaired
108 square metres and the total room is 275 square metres.  We have been
concentrating on the North facing roof as they dry out slower and are more
prone to frost damage.  There will be one small area of the North facing roof
not done which is going into the extension a little bit on the left. The forward
plan is to kill off the moss and repair as required with the hope that over the
next 10 years all the necessary work will be completed.  Work is required to
be done on the North Nave roof, quotations will be sort before this work can
be done.
Meeting closed  at 8. 45 with prayer . 10 members attended – 2 apologies
Date of next meeting 4th June  2020 at 7.45 via Zoom.




