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Sunday service – 27 December  

Welcome 

 

Carol 

While shepherds watched 

 

Reading 

Luke 2 

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 

‘Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us 

about.’ 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the 

manger.  

17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them 

about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 

19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds 

returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were 

just as they had been told. 

 

 

Sermon 

 

 

Affirmation of faith 

Though he was divine, he did not cling to equality with God, but made himself 

nothing. Taking the form of a slave, he was born in human likeness. He humbled 

himself and was obedient to death, even the death of the cross. Therefore God 

has raised him on high, and given him the name above every name: that at the 

name of Jesus every knee should bow, and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ 

is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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Prayers 

 

Carol 

See him lying 

 

Lord’s Supper 

Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, we come to you in sorrow for our sins, and 

confess to you our weakness and unbelief. We have lived by our own strength, and not by 

the power of your resurrection. In your mercy, forgive us. Lord, hear us and help us. 

We have lived by the light of our own eyes, as faithless and not believing. In your mercy, 

forgive us. Lord, hear us and help us. 

We have lived for this world alone, and doubted our home in heaven. In your mercy, forgive 

us. Lord, hear us and help us. 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

It is right to praise you, Father, Lord of all creation; in your love you made us for yourself. 

When we turned away you did not reject us, but came to meet us in your Son. And now we 

give you thanks because through him you have given us eternal life and delivered us from the 

slavery of sin and the fear of death into the glorious freedom of the children of God. 

You embraced us as your children and welcomed us to sit and eat with you. 

In Christ you shared our life that we might live in him and he in us. 

He opened his arms of love upon the cross and made once for all the perfect 

sacrifice for sin. 

On the night he was betrayed, at supper with his friends he took bread, and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to them, saying: “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do 

this in remembrance of me.” At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, he gave you thanks, 

and said: “Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you 

for the forgiveness of sin: do this in remembrance of me.” Amen. 

As we proclaim his death and celebrate his rising in glory, send your Holy Spirit that this 

bread and this wine may be to us the body and blood of your dear Son. As we eat and 

drink these holy gifts make us one in Christ, our risen Lord. 
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With your whole Church throughout the world we offer you this sacrifice of praise and lift 

our voice to join the eternal song of heaven: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and 

might, Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 

Draw near through faith. Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he gave for you, 

and his blood which he shed for you. Remember that he died for you, and feed on him in 

your hearts, by faith with thanksgiving. 

 

Prayer after Communion 

Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the body and blood of your Son 

Jesus Christ. Through him we offer you our souls and bodies to be a living 

sacrifice. Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise 

and glory. Amen. 

 

Carol 

O come, all ye faithful 

 

Blessing 


