
Minutes of the Vestry and Annual Parochial Church Meetings 

held on Sunday 17th February 2019 at 11.30 in the Church 

PRESENT : - Archdeacon the Ven Richard Ormston (Chair) and 41 members of the 2018 electoral 

roll, with the Revd. Sylvia Lafford 

1. The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Apologies were received from :-  M Ayers, J. Peckover, Simon Marsh, Beverly Bigmore, Stewart 

Hodgson, Katerine Hodgson, S. Bates, Jacinta Holden, Tony Holden, Anne Vine, Joan Lewis, Karen 

Murfet, George Stevens, Jacky Adams, Maggie Wright, Cecil Thompson, Ruby Barnes, and Janet 

Blencowe. 

 

VESTRY MEETING 

  

2. Minutes.  The minutes of the 2018 meeting were accepted as a true record.  Proposed by John Carter 

seconded by Revd. Sylvia Lafford. 

3. Archdeacon Richard gave his thanks to the current Churchwardens for their work during the last year.  

The nominations received for the post of Churchwarden were:- 

            Nominee                           Proposer                     Seconder    

            Val Lynam                          Jim Mortimer                Judith Perkins 

            Bev Lazenby                      Joy Eastwood                Jacky Mortimer 

            Terry Stokes                      Beverly Bigmore            Jean Oddy 

As there is still a vacancy for another Churchwarden Richard Ormston asked if there were any more 

nominations for Churchwarden.  As no further nominations were forthcoming, the above were duly 

elected. 

     The Vestry meeting was closed at 11.40am. 

     ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 

4. Minutes. The minutes of the 2018 meeting, having  been circulated were proposed by Roger Hiley 

and seconded by Judith Dunn for acceptance and were agreed unanimously. The minutes were signed 

as a true account.  

5. Electoral  Roll.  The electoral roll officer, Karen Gees, reported that in 2018 there were 154 names on 

the electoral roll, with the addition of 3 names and the reduction of 6 names, the number now stands 

at 147.  She confirmed that it had been displayed in the Church as legally required. 

6. Reports:- 

a)   PCC.  The PCC secretary, Karen Gees, reported that the PCC had a membership of 22 at the start 

of the PCC year. Revd. Nicholas Gandy retired in September to take up a new position in the Diocese 

and Beverly Bigmore resigned in October after 11 years as PCC secretary.  The PCC thanked Beverly 

for all the work she had done whilst being PCC secretary. Roger Hiley resigned in October due to work 

commitments and Mike Doolan also resigned in October for personal reasons.  This in turn reduced 

the PCC to 19 members.  Steve Gees was co-opted in November taking the numbers up to 20.  There 

were 12 meetings held during the PCC year with an average attendance of 14.  Reports were received 



at all meetings from the relevant committees. It was another year dominated by financial concerns as 

you will hear from the treasurer later. 

After Revd. Gandy retired the PCC had the job of looking for a new incumbent.  A Parish Profile was 

completed, and the post advertised. Applications were received and interviews held in February the 

outcome of which is awaited. 

Copies of the PCC minutes can be found in the folder in the foyer for anyone wishing to read them, 

and on the website. There is also a report to be found in the current edition of the magazine. 

There will be no Vicars report at this meeting. 

b)   Treasurer. John Carter gave the following report:- 

The 2018 accounts have unfortunately been dominated by the problems we had with the north roof. As 

most people know these began many months ago when closing the vestry door caused plaster to fall 

off the inside of the roof! Decades of slowly ingressing water had loosened a large area of plaster and 

it needed fixing urgently. Without the large bills for the repairs, our total receipts would, as in 2017, 

have covered our costs with a little bit to spare. 

Our total receipts were virtually the same as in 2017 at over £124,000 although planned giving was 
less, mainly because of a reduction in the amounts we received from standing orders.  When I looked 
further into this it was clear that in just two cases, where one family had moved away and another 

sadly passed away, the reduction in these two families alone was over £3,000.  The tendency with 
standing orders is also not to review them each year which is understandable but it means the shortfall 
wasn’t made up elsewhere.  There was a reduction in the tax we received from HMRC because of the 

above and also because of the above and also because a handful of members of the congregation 
advised me that with the increase in personal allowance, they no longer pay tax so we can’t claim it 

back of course. 

We were, as always, blessed to receive £10,000 from the Feoffee charity as a  contribution to the 

upkeep of the fabric of the church. Although this was a little less than the large amount we received in 

2017 it was balanced by an increase of £4,000 in other donations, mainly specifically for the roof fund. 

Some tremendous work by the social committee in putting on numerous enjoyable events nearly 

doubled the total we received from these activities to just under £5,000. Consequently, as I’ve 

mentioned, total receipts were slightly more than last year. 

Apart from the utility bills where we had a 7.5% increase (and a lot of work goes into keeping it down 

to 7.5% !) we were able to maintain or reduce costs elsewhere and thanks must go to the various 

teams for their prudence and economy in working with scarce resources. As is always the case, by far 

the single biggest cost to the parish is, of course, the parish share which was £72,450 but which was 

paid in full. It is interesting to note that our “regular giving” receipts, that’s all the standing orders, 

envelopes, church collections and tax refund, came to £75,000 – just covering the parish share. In 

2019 it has risen to £75,000 as a matter of interest. So all the other costs of the parish must be paid 

for out of donations, fund raising, weddings/funerals etc. which is tough. Even so, we would have 

covered our costs comfortably were it not for the repairs and maintenance bills of over £21,000. 

This brings me neatly to finish with the same topic with which I started. The roof had to be fixed, there 

was no other option. Over the past few years our reserves have dwindled nearly to nothing (£44,000 

on the extension roof in 2016, £16,000 on the Old Town wall the previous year being just two of many 

costs we faced), so we were not in a position to pay the roof bill. We applied to the Diocese and they 

very kindly gave us a £30,000 interest free loan over two years which we will pay back and that got us 



out of a difficult spot. The north roof, however, still needs re-tiling (the recently fitted snow guards 

simply stop tiles falling on the public!) as does the other half of the extension roof. 

Our 800 year old church will need continual maintenance and we’ll need an increase in revenue to pay 

for it. It’s going to be difficult to pare down costs very much more but an increase in the congregation 

of St Peters, from an average Sunday attendance of around 80 to 100, say, at the present level of 

planned giving of £12.25 per person per week (£50,972/80/52) would generate nearly £13,000 of 

additional funds per year every year. And this is why we pray for growth! 

     There were no questions and the report was unanimously agreed. 

     FABRIC, GOODS AND ORNAMENTS  -  Val Lynam gave the following report. 

Building 

The church is generally in a good state of repair, there have been some expensive outlays this year.  

Walls have collapsed, one of which has been replaced by a fence to prevent easy access to the 

churchyard.  Others are awaiting repair due to lack of funds.  Following the fall of plaster in the church, 

part of the north aisle roof above the clergy vestry had to be removed to find the cause of a leak.  

Repair to piping has now been done and the roof replaced, loose tiles have been found which need to 

be replaced in the future.  Snow guards have been fitted to prevent any tiles falling onto the footpath.  

The PCC agreed to take out a loan for this as already explained by John Carter in the finance report. 

Internally a couple of pews have been removed to provide better access for those with disabilities.  

This was much appreciated by those with mobility scooters. During the winter months the gardening 

team decided to use their Thursday mornings to give the church a good clean.  So we would not lose 

the Community Payback Team during the winter months, they have been involved in painting radiators 

and other places in the church and have also painted the inside of the extension and scrubbed the 

floor.  Work will continue into 2019 with painting being done where possible. 

     Notice Board 

The PCC agreed that a new notice board was needed at the entrance to the church.  A volunteer has 

offered to make one for the cost of the materials which we can cover with the funds that have been 

raised so far. 

Graveyard 

The Community Payback Team were looking for projects to carry out in the community and have been 

coming every Saturday for a year and the graveyard has now been completely cleared and is looking 

much better than it has for years. 

Vandalism 

Children were using the church as a play area and being mischievous which resulted in the church 

being closed during the summer holidays.   Someone smashed the window in the small toilet in the 

extension to gain access. As everything was locked that person exited via the disabled toilet window. 

Thanks to Jacky and Jim Mortimer, Bev Lazenby, Jean Oddy, the Community Payback Team and 

anyone else who are prepared to give up their time. 

Goods and Ornaments   

There have been no additions to the goods in the church and all are in good condition.  



There were no questions and the report was unanimously agreed. 

 

Deanery Synod  -  Caroline Dunning gave this report 

15th March  2018 at St Michaels Aynho 

Archdeacon Richard and Canon Liz Holdsworth both spoke on “Finding Keeping and Growing Rural  

ministry”. Archdeacon Richard quoted from Arthur Mee’s Northamptonshire of 1947 a description of 

Aynho with apricot trees and dreadful bends.  He also quoted from Bishop Carlisle writing in the 18th 

century when churches were in ruins and his words that England has no religion. What has changed?  

In 1950 there wsere more parsons and people. The meeting was divided into groups to discuss the 

Challenges and Issues that affect the Brackley Deanery.  In summary these included:- 

a) How to get children to church. Direct contact?  Make services suitable for children. 

b) With an older age group consider ways of reducing/helping loneliness. 

c) Show care for people in their own right. 

d) Can churches be used as Post Office/library. 

e) Many churches accessible during the week. Concern re vandalism. 

f) How can people who come to Social events be retained? 

g) How to get more people involved with fundraising. 

h) Maybe more faith-raising then fundraising. 

i) Give people a reason to attend church. 

j) Spread church chores and assure people it’s a not “job for life”. 

Diocesan nominations Mrs S Yates, Mr R Neill and Mr J MacMahon with Mrs Isoble Burbridge as Lay 

member of Diocesan Board of Finance were forwarded to the Diocesan Secretary. 

A New Deanery Treasurer was requested following Mrs Norma Root’s retirement after sterling service. 

16th May at St Peter and St Paul’s Chipping Warden – Revd. Steve Benoy and Revd. 

Andrew Coleby talked about whole life discipleship and worship.  Both are willing to speak, listen to 

anyone who is wanting to consider their way forward in Christian ministry and consider the 

commitment to the Church.  Ordindands are coming forward.  

Geoff Wenworth has kindly taken over as Deanery Treasurer. 

17th July Holy Cross Byfield Colin Chapman, previously living in Beirut, gave an informed talk on 

Islam and the Christian responses to Islam. 

18th October All Saints Middleton Cheney A service of Holy Communion lead by Revd. Carolyn 

Oley led onto a social gathering.  The Deanery bid farewell to the Rural Dean Revd. Simon Dommett.  

Acting Rural Dean will be the Ven Richard Ormston, Archdeacon of Northampton. 

2018 has been an unusual year for the Deanery. In July Canon Roger Bellamy much loved Rector of 

Kings Sutton and Newbottle died after a courageous battle with cancer. His well-attended funeral 

service in July was led by the Bishop of Richborough with the Bishop of Brixworth the Right Revd. 

John Holbrook in attendance. 



In early September Father Nicholas Gandy retired as Vicar of Brackley and Halse.  At the end of 

October the Revd. Simon Dommett moved to Bedford leaving the Astwick benefice. 

We are fortunate to have clergy including Ven John Duncan, Revd. Roger Byrne, Revd. Will Adams to 

assist our worship and also the Archdeacon and, new to the area, Rt. Revd. Edward Condry. 

There were no questions and the report was unanimously agreed. 

The Annual Report was not read, but Archdeacon Richard did ask if anyone wanted a copy and if so 

the secretary would arrange for them to receive one.  Archdeacon Richard thanked John Carter for 

preparing the Annual Report. 

Brackley Junior School A talk given by Roger Hiley. 

Roger Hiley thanked Caroline Dunning for all her excellent work as a Foundation Governor.  Caroline 

was involved in many ways especially in setting up the Ethos Committee and continued as Chair until 

her resignation as governor.  The school received an excellent Ofsted Report in all areas including 

religion. Roger also thanked all those involved in the school. 

7.   Election of members to the PCC 

      The following were nominated for election to the PCC for a period of three years. 

      Nominee    Proposer    Seconded 

 Karen Gees                         Jim Mortimer                                Rosemary Leeper 

      Steve Gees                         Joy Eastwood                               Cecil Thompson 

   Jacky Adams                       Judith Perkins                               Jim Mortimer 

     The Chairman declared the above duly elected. 

8.   Appointment of Sides people 

No new nominations for sides people were received. 

The full list of sides persons is as follows:- Peter Swift, Judith Perkins, Sandie Bates, Joan Peckover, 

Joan Lewis, John Watt, Beverly Bigmore, Terry Stokes, Simon Marsh, Karen Gees, John Carter, Philippa 

MacMahon, John MacMahon, Roger Hiley, Caroline Dunning, Ray Miles, Angela Guess, Clive Morse, Jim 

Mortimer and Jacky Mortimer. 

 9. Appointment of an Independent Examiner  John Carter proposed that Wilkins Kennedy Chartered 

Accountants of 7/8 Eghams Court, Boston Drive, Bourne End, be appointed the position of Independent 

Examiner and this was seconded by Steve Gees. 

10. Open Forum 

Robin Morell asked the congregation to show their appreciation for all the hard work the retiring 

churchwardens Alan Perkins and Paul Wiltshire have given to St Peter’s over the years.  

Doreen Hosie also asked the congregation to show their appreciation for all the hard work the social 

committee have done during the year to help with fund raising. 

     Archdeacon Ven Richard Ormston thanked all those present.  

    The meeting closed at 12.15pm with the Grace being said together. 


