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Sunday service - 20 December
Welcome

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

In the light of Christ let us confess our sins:

Most merciful God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we confess that we have
sinned in thought, word and deed. We have not loved you with our whole heart.
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. In your mercy forgive what we
have been, help us to amend what we are, and direct what we shall be; that we
may do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen.

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Hymn
The Angel Gabriel

Reading — Luke |

26 |n the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a
town in Galilee, %’ to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant
of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 22 The angel went to her and said, ‘Greetings, you
who are highly favoured! The Lord is with you.” 2 Mary was greatly troubled at his words
and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. ° But the angel said to her, ‘Do not be
afraid, Mary, you have found favour with God. *' You will conceive and give birth to a son,
and you are to call him Jesus. ** He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.
The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, ** and he will reign over Jacob’s
descendants for ever; his kingdom will never end.’



** ‘How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, ‘since | am a virgin?’ ** The angel answered, ‘The
Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the
holy one to be born will be called™ the Son of God. *® Even Elizabeth your relative is going
to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth
month. *’ For no word from God will ever fail.’ **‘l am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered.
‘May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her.

Sermon
Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of
all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate from the Holy
Spirit and the Virgin Mary and was made man. For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose
again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and
the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers
Lord’s Supper

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise, almighty God and everlasting Father,
through Jesus Christ your Son. In his love Christ fills us with joy as we prepare to celebrate
his birth, so that when he comes again he may find us watching in prayer, our hearts filled
with wonder and praise. And so, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of
heaven, we proclaim your glory, and join in their unending hymn of praise:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1&version=NIVUK#fen-NIVUK-24929b

We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; and as we obey his
command, send your Holy Spirit, that broken bread and wine outpoured may be for us the
body and blood of your dear Son. On the night before he died he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you. He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: Take, eat;
this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me. When supper was
ended he took the cup of wine. Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: Drink this, all
of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice made
once for all upon the cross. Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, we
proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory. Praise to you, Lord Jesus: Dying
you destroyed our death, rising you restored our life: Lord Jesus, come in glory.

Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day when your kingdom comes and justice
and mercy will be seen in all the earth. Look with favour on your people, gather us in your
loving arms and bring us with all the saints to feast at your table in heaven. Through Christ,
and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are yours,
O loving Father, forever and ever. Amen. Awaiting his coming in glory, Lord, teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy
will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead
us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the
power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord's death until he
comes. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. Lamb
of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you
take away the sin of the world, grant us peace.

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Blessed are those who are

called to his supper. Lord, | am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word,
and I shall be healed.

Prayer after Communion

Heavenly Father, who chose the Blessed Virgin Mary to be the mother of the
promised saviour; fill us your servants with your grace, that in all things we may
embrace your holy will and with her rejoice in your salvation; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Hymn
In the bleak midwinter

Blessing



