




The Vicar writes……….

Psalm 25:16
Dear friends,

Loneliness was a widespread problem long before Covid-19 hit. A
couple of years ago, the UK even appointed the world’s first Minister for
Loneliness. But this issue has undoubtedly been exacerbated by the
current restrictions on meeting and movement. Many will be struggling
as never before.

Of course, it doesn’t just affect those who live alone: we should
not underestimate the loneliness of living in a difficult marriage or an
embittered family. It is quite possible to be lonely without being alone,
just as it is possible to be alone without feeling lonely.

What comfort is there for the lonely Christian?
One reason God came to earth as a human was so that, as Jesus

Christ, he could experience loneliness. We could point to many possible
examples in his life, but it was surely in the run up to his death that
Jesus was plunged into his deepest loneliness. First, in the Garden of
Gethsemane, Peter, James and John fell asleep in Christ’s hour of need
– not once but three times. Then, when the soldiers arrived, all of Jesus’
disciples abandoned him and fled. Worst of all, the next day, Jesus cried
out on the cross, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”

Why so much loneliness? So that Christians have a God who is
with them. Christ took the God-forsakenness we deserve so that we are
not God-forsaken for all eternity. Christ was abandoned by God’s people
so that God’s people won’t be abandoned by him. Therefore, the LORD
says to the Christian, “Do not fear, for I am with you; do not be
dismayed, for I am your God” (Isaiah 41:10).

Why so much loneliness? So that Christians also have a God who
understands: “We do not have a high priest who is unable to feel
sympathy for our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tested in
every way, just as we are – yet he did not sin. Let us then approach
God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy
and find grace to help us in our time of need [e.g. loneliness]” (Hebrews
4:15-16).



Jesus Christ experienced loneliness in the past; he overcomes
loneliness in the present; he will banish loneliness in the future. Let me
leave you with a heart-warming passage from a brilliant old book called

 by J. C. Ryle (p.348):

‘The Lord Jesus goes with His friends wherever they go. There is no
possible separation between Him and those whom He loves. There
is no place or position on earth, or under the earth, that can divide
them from the great Friend of their souls. When the path of duty
calls them far away from home, He is their companion; when they
pass through the fire and water of fierce tribulation, He is with
them; when they lie down on the bed of sickness, He stands by
them and makes their trouble work for good; when they go down
the valley of the shadow of death, and friends and relatives stand
still and can go no further, He goes by their side. When they wake
up in the unknown world of Paradise, they are still with Him; when
they rise with a new body at the judgment day, they will not be
alone. He will own them for His friends, and say, “They are mine:
deliver them and let them go free.” He will make good His own
words: “I am with you always, even unto the end of the world”
(Matt. 28:20).’

Rev. Rich Duncan



Sadly, due to current restrictions and Church of England
guidelines, we are unable to print and deliver our Church
Magazine.  However, we hope you will enjoy this online
version.

Thank You Caroline, for submitting this
The answer can be found on page 19.

In 8 weeks 88% of blondes
will disappear from the earth…….



Dear Friends,
First of all, Easter Blessings to you all! We are still in the Easter

Season and those of us have been able to use online streaming have
been so grateful for the services and prayers that have kept us in touch
with our church communities.

Secondly, when thinking about the times we are living in now, my
first thought was to not mention Covid 19.  But…We cannot get away
from it because it touches us all in some way, some more severely than
others.  These are frightening times, but the message of Easter is that
we have hope and love, faith and trust, in our Risen Lord and we are not
alone.

I came across this poem which I wanted to share with you as we
journey through these times together, remembering that life is chang-
ing, there is heartbreak, but there are the many positives of  growing
care and kindness, signs of loving one another as God loves us.  Stay
safe and quoting The Queen, ‘until we meet again’.
With my love and prayers for you all

Rev’d Sylvia

Lockdown
Tomorrow has never been in anyone’s hands, and so, come Covid Nineteen,
The fragility of life, and folly of putting store in treasures, is seen.
Each day to be treasured instead, so too and more so the lives of the living,
Our love and care steadfast, and thus it not about getting but about giving.
All why come uncertain times, events beyond our control, and anxiety,
We should be looking after each other, lessening the pain and misery.
In other words, helping to steer the ship of human kindness, hands on the
wheel,
That we, come every distressing wave, the heart of a lion may reveal.
Yes, that bravery of selflessness midst our  needs and concerns that
trouble,
And especially midst the likes of any isolating Covid bubble.
Lockdowns hard on all (one way or another), and separation a cruel thing,
Others struggling far more than we might be, and why for freedom, all caged
birds sing.



Such restrictions fill some with fear, and why for me, it’s all about FAITH and
HOPE,
That something that I believe in that gives me strength and ability to cope.
Many needing release from , I having known tears and darkness
too,
And the other thing that’s helped me on my journey, I would love to say was
YOU.
We’re not just neighbours, but are linked via a historical umbilical cord,
An ancestry that ties us together, the departed and recently moored.
Yes, ships that move in and out of life’s harbour, the value of each one the
same,
Colour, religion and gender not making any difference, nor ones fame.
Some may struggle to reach out given they’ve hampering issues, so mind
those thoughts,
Such people needing greater understanding, not La-Z-Boy reclining courts.
They not indifferent, but coping in their own way, and some crying within,
Hugs needed all round, that physical contact, despite any positive spin.
It’s not about me, and it’s not about you, but us, we all in the same boat,
And thinking of each other being the only way that we will stay afloat.
And hence those life buoys — yes, you and I — lest some fall from the deck,
get swept away,
Covid Nineteen’s squall testing us all, as we mark off each necessary day.
And so, here’s a personal call for encouragement and love, hugs from afar,
Be they via phone calls, a computer, that smile, that wave, even toot from a
car.
Or a promise to call once the danger’s over, to stop and natter next time,
It all about people, ’cause what goes ’round comes ’round, such but love’s
rhythm and rhyme.

The wisdom of afternoon tea

 My wife and I were at one time missionaries
with the Overseas Missionary Fellowship. We
joined them in 1975 after a period of training
at their headquarters in London. While we
were there, we met the hostess of the Mission
Home, a matronly lady who had herself served
overseas. She was a formidable person, but
with a soft heart, and a depth of spiritual wis-
dom.



Brackley Food Bank beats Lockdown.
When all but four of the volunteers who run the Brackley Food Bank

had to self-isolate, something drastic was needed if they were going to be
able to carry on serving the town and its surrounding villages. The answer
was there, in front of them; use email, smartphones and printer/scanners,
and go online.

Posters were stuck up redirecting clients to a phone number. Volun-
teer delivery drivers were recruited, care professionals who issue vouchers
were swiftly retrained, and the town council were informed. That was four
weeks ago. “We’re still here” says the website blog (brackleyfoodbank.org,
since you ask). Demand has risen threefold; giving has kept pace.
This crisis has brought out the best in a town which was already generous to-
wards the food bank’s work. Three streets have already had collections, and
there are two more in the pipeline. That is Brackley for you!
P.S. If, dear reader, if you are minded to give some food to us, remember
there are collection points in Brackley Waitrose, High street Co-op and
Croughton Co-op, and Unit 6 , Network 43, Buckingham Road, open from 12
till 2 Tuesdays and Thursdays.
From Alan Perkins, coordinator of the Brackley Food Bank.

I remember her offering to our group of would-be missionaries
this piece of sage advice: “The missionaries who stay the longest on the
field are those who have their afternoon tea.” It struck me then as being
very profound, and it is a life rule that I have followed ever since, with
great benefits.

This practice of course is typically British, but valuable none the
less. For us, a cup of tea is the answer to everything. “Let’s make a cup of
tea,” we say in any crisis. It soothes and refreshes and helps us get
things in perspective. Somehow things seem much brighter when you
have had a cuppa, especially if shared with friends or colleagues.

But there is more to the custom of afternoon tea. This little ritual
gives us permission to stop in the midst of a busy day and rest a while. It
enables us to make contact with others, and to step back from whatever
is filling our mind at the time. And over time, these little oases are the
way we care for our souls as well as our bodies.

We read that Jesus, when He was tired, sat down by the well at
Sychar (John 4:6). He gave Himself permission to stop and have a break.
I like to think on that basis He would heartily approve of afternoon tea.
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WEEKLY EVENTS

Monday 6.30pm Guides
Tuesday 4.45pm Rainbows

6.30pm Brownies
Thursday 9.15am First Steps
  6.30pm Adult Choir Practice

FOR INFORMATION ONLY

Below is the calendar for May, but due to the current situation all
services and events have been cancelled. If the situation changes
this will appear on the website.

www.stpetersbrackley.org.uk

3rd Sun Easter 4 – first Sunday in the month
8am  Holy Communion

  9.30am Sung Eucharist with Junior Church
  11am  Informal All Age Service
5th  Tues 9.30am Holy Communion

11am  Juniper House
  11.30am Candleford Court
7th Thurs 11am  Brackley Fields
  7.45pm PCC Meeting



10th Sun Easter 5 – second Sunday of the month
8am  Holy Communion

  9.30am Holy Communion with Junior Church
  11am  Informal Holy Communion Service
       with Trailblazers

6.15pm Holy Communion at Halse
12th Tues 9.30am Holy Communion
14th Thurs 7.45pm Church Prayer Meeting
17th Sun Easter 6 - third Sunday of the month

8am  Holy Communion
  9.30am Holy Communion with Junior Church

11am  Informal Service with Trail Blazers
19th Tues 9.30am Holy Communion
  12noon Link Support Group Lunch
     at the Chequered Flag
21st Thurs Ascension Day

2pm  Mother’s Union
7.30pm Sung Eucharist

24th Sun Easter 7 – fourth Sunday of the month
  8am  Holy Communion
  9.30am Holy Communion with Junior Church
  11am  Informal Service with Trail Blazers
  6.15pm Evensong at Halse
26th Tues 9.30am Holy Communion
  2pm  Magazines ready for collection in church
28th Thurs 11am  St Rumbolds
31st Sun Pentecost – fifth Sunday of the month
  8am  Holy Communion
  9.30am Holy Communion with Junior Church
  11am  Informal Service with Trailblazers



 Sides Team
 3rd    Team D
 10th          Team A
 17th       Team B
 24th   Team C
 31st   Team D

Cleaning Teams
3rd    Team B
10th       Team C
17th          Team D
24th     Team E

ROTAS

31st May - Pentecost in Jerusalem

On that long ago first morning of Pentecost, Jerusalem was crowded with
thousands of visitors, for it was one of the most popular feast-days in the
Jewish calendar – the Feast of Firstfruits, looking forward to the wheat
harvest.

In one small room of that great city, a small group of people who had fol-
lowed Jesus were praying.  There was nothing else for them to do: Jesus
had died, He had risen, and He had ascended, promising to send them ‘a
Comforter’. They were left alone, to wait at Jerusalem. And so, they wait-
ed – on Him, and for Him.

They were not disappointed, for that morning the Holy Spirit fell upon
that small room, and transformed those believers into the Church,
Christ’s body here on earth. Pentecost was not the first time that the Ho-
ly Spirit came to the world – throughout the Old Testament there are
stories telling of how God had guided people and given them strength.
But now His Spirit would use a new instrument: not just isolated proph-
ets, but the Church, His body on earth.

Acts opens with the preaching of the gospel in Jerusalem, the centre of
the Jewish nation. Within 30 years the Gospel had spread throughout the
northern Mediterranean:  Syria, Turkey, Greece, Malta... to the very heart
of the Roman Empire:  Rome. The Church was on the move – God was on
the move! He was calling people from every nation to repent, turn to Je-
sus for forgiveness of their sins, and to follow Him.



Mum and Dad, did know best………

Well, these days of isolation, lockdown or the new normal
certainly give you time to think, or as those of you that know me remi-
nisce.
 My Mums constant “you are so wasteful” come ringing to my
ears, but as a teenager or before, I would put it down to the monetary
deprived childhood and early adult life she lived, especially during the
second world war and in the early 50’s, as a young housewife and
mother. “Only one small squeeze of washing up liquid is all you need”,
“Do you really need ALL that butter on your toast?” “Don’t throw that
wrapping paper away, you might need it” Stockings, or tights as they
became, could be repaired as could all items of clothing.
 Mum used to get as much out of her lipstick as she could, always
using a matchstick to get the last dregs out, and do you know I’ve
started to do that, although I use a cotton bud, but I’m only using one
until it cannot be used anymore. Likewise, her Crème Puff powder would
go down to the very end, before she would agree she needed to buy
more. Yes, I have started to meld the old bar of soap onto the new one,
how I used to moan about that. How did she manage to keep the Tin
Foil and Cling Film from wrapping itself around the edges, by patience
of course?
 Dad always made do and mended what ever he could and as a
child I always helped him utilise what ever he could find. He would do
all the decorating, electrical work and plumbing himself. As a small child
I would help when he decoked the car engine. I had a long apprentice-
ship on every strand of his work and remember the day, when in my
early twenties, I was allowed to hang my first piece of wallpaper.
 In the months prior to his death we would talk and laugh about
“The Good Old Times”, but he often used to list the things I could do,
cook, well not a good as Mum, too much of a hard act to follow, although
I’ve always been better at laundry than her. I can sew, knit and repair
things.  I can “Do It Yourself” around the house, thanks to him, but one
day he said ”Beverly, I love you dearly and I am proud of you, but you
just cannot do woodwork, you are unable even to hit a nail in straight”
 Well Dad I had another joyful reason to shout hallelujah on Easter
Sunday, as I nailed, yes all straight , trellis to the shed. Things are
looking up.

                                                                     Beverly Bigmore



Parental excuses

These are actual ‘excuse notes’ from parents excusing their children from
missing school (includes original spelling):

~ My son is under a doctor's care and should not take P.E. today. Please
execute him.
~ Please excuse Lisa for being absent. She was sick and I had her shot.
~ Dear School: Please ekscuse John being absent on Jan. 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, and
also 33.
~ Please excuse Roland from P.E. for a few days. Yesterday he fell out of a tree
and misplaced his hip.
~ John has been absent because he had two teeth taken out of his face.
~ Carlos was absent yesterday because he was playing football. He was hurt in
the growing part.
~ Megan could not come to school today because she has been bothered by
very close veins.
~ Chris will not be in school cus he has an acre in his side.
~ Please excuse Ray Friday from school. He has very loose vowels.
~ Please excuse Tommy for being absent yesterday. He had diarrhea and his
boots leak.
~ Irving was absent yesterday because he missed his bust.
~ Please excuse Jimmy for being. It was his father's fault.
~ I kept Billie home because she had to go Christmas shopping because I don't
know what size she wear.
~ Please excuse Jennifer for missing school yesterday. We forgot to get the
Sunday paper off the porch, and when we found it Monday, we thought it was
Sunday.
~ Sally won't be in school a week from Friday. We have to attend her funeral.
~ Please excuse Jason for being absent yesterday. He had a cold and could not
breed well.





Talking to God

As my extended family, my brother in France and my sister in the USA,
do not live within a couple of hours travelling, we decided a few years ago to
try and communicate by Skype. We had much fun, firstly trying to remember
the exact day and time we agreed on in advance, then to connect with each
other, followed by getting all
the proportions of the pictures
correct, avoiding talking to the
top of a head or just an ear.
Finally, we managed it and
spent many hours chatting to-
gether.

After a while though,
the novelty wore off and the
calls became less frequent and
then stopped. A few years later,
the Coronavirus made its pres-
ence known and normal communications everywhere ceased. Time to remem-
ber Skype, still going strong and much improved!

So, with a small group of friends, living only a few miles apart and
meeting on a regular basis for lunch and a catch-up, we decided to resurrect
Skype. Well, we tried and failed the first time, only managing to get two of us
in the picture at the same time and my picture apparently failing to show up at
all. It turned out that it was simply due to a faulty camera on my laptop and by
changing to another computer, the problem was solved. Next step will be my
brother and sister again, date set for next Sunday! Let’s hope that I learned my
lesson and all will go well.

To me, this modern technology is still rather unbelievable and wonder-
ful. There is, however, something even more wonderful. We do not even need
a computer for it, for we can talk to God anywhere and at any time even though
he always has his camera turned off. However, he is always there to listen to us,
without us having to arrange a date and time. In this very troubling time for all
of us, let us make the most of it!

Connie Coleman



Beth has been busy designing

Despite the lockdown and her busy home learning Schedule Beth has
been very creative. She has designed this bag showing four very important
values.

Love, Peace, Hope and Trust.

 When she showed it to me I was blown away not only by her beautiful
design but the thoughts that she had for her written wording .
 This lockdown has shown us all these values. The love that the carers
and NHS workers have shown to all those they are looking after . The sound
of peace in these quieter days . No roaring traffic , the sounds of nature and
birdsong giving us time for peaceful reflection.
 Hope that a vaccine will be found as soon as possible and that as few
people as possibly will die . Trust that we have in the government , the
medical profession , the world leaders and all those wonderful workers who
are keeping the country going .
 So, we must hope and Trust that God will Guide those experts in
finding a vaccine and peaceful way forward for us to continue to love the life
we are lucky enough to live in our community.
 Our love and prayers to those who have lost their fight to this dread-
ful virus and to their families who mourn them .
 Well done Beth  and thank goodness for permanent markers ! X

Caroline



Minutes of the Parochial Church Meeting Held on 2nd April 2020 via Zoom
Chair – Rev Rich Duncan Rich welcomed everyone and opened the meeting with
prayer.
Approval of the Minutes The minutes of the meeting held on 2nd April 2020 were
approved by Jacky Adams and John Carter.  The minutes could not be signed by Rich
as the meeting was via zoom.
Matters Arising The flag pole problem has been fixed and the flag of St George has
been found.
Vicar’s Business  Due to the coronavirus the church has been closed until further
notice.   Rich will hold a video service at 9.30 on a Sunday morning.  So far Rich has
had 400 hits from people.  As we have had so many people looking at the video we
now need to think how we are going to further contact those people. Rich will look
into it. Rich is now considering an online Alpha course. The APCM scheduled for
April has been cancelled due to the Coronavirus.
Recruitment of a Children and Families Worker Rich received several applica-
tions. One applicant was interviewed by Rich and Val. It was felt they were not
suitable for the position. Rich will re-advertise, but due to the Coronavirus if a
suitable applicant can be found the start date at present would be unknown.
Coronavirus - Impact and Ideas  The PCC discussed the possibility of setting up an
Emergency Fund. Opinion was split. Rich to send round a proposal to vote on by
email.
Correspondence None
Safeguarding - The C2 in-house training has been cancelled.  The present situation
gives those who have not yet completed C0 and C1 to do so by the next time PCC
meets.
Finance   Finances have been dominated by repair costs in the past couple of months
but will increasingly suffer from low income levels in the next few months due to all
church services having been cancelled.
Committee Reports  -  Deanery  - no report received – Synod was cancelled.
Social Committee  -  Report sent to all PCC members. All fund raising activities
cancelled.
Building, Development and Maintenance Good news is that the felt and battens on
the extension are alright.  This has saved us £1,000.  The conditions of the remaining
tiles is very poor and approximately in 10 years they will have to be replaced at a cost
of about £150,000. When things get back to normal we may start to look at a way in
which we can raise the necessary funds for this work to be carried out.
Health and Safety - Nothing to report.
Any other Business - It was agreed (1 against) that the Gardening team could
continue to cut the grass in the church yard proving they observed the government
guidelines.
The War Graves sign will be put up once it is safe to do so.
The meeting closed at 21.40 with prayer.  Date of the next meeting 7th May 2020 via
Zoom.  There were 10 members in attendance with 1 apology.



Answer to the book shelf...The English people have caught it on the
beach, I should have stayed home she said, now she was in quaran-
tine in the dark house of splendid isolation, still hope springs eternal
when a little pot of luck common sense and personal hygiene, horror
stories must end soon.  Always remember clean hands save lives and
when in doubt don’t go out!




